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«The joys and the hopes, the griefs and 
the anxieties of the men of this age, especially 
those who are poor or in any way afflicted, 
these are the joys and hopes, the griefs 
and anxieties of the followers of Christ»

Vatican Council II, Gaudium et spes, 1

«The Joy of Love experienced by families 
is also the joy of the Church»

Francis, Amoris laetitia, 1
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«The centrality of the family in the paths of “pastoral conversion” 
of our communities and of “missionary transformation of the Church” 
demands that — also at the level of academic formation — in reflection 
on marriage and on the family the pastoral perspective and attention 
to the wounds of humanity must never be lacking».

Francis, Summa familiae cura

Academic programs in Theology of 
Marriage and Family are intended 
primarily for those who perform 
educational and pastoral service in the 
various local churches. 

The concreteness of family stories is 
the “noble matter” of the theology of 
human love that the Institute proposes 
to its students through dedicated 
specialization and research paths.

Courses in Theology of Marriage and 
Family fruitfully combine the doctrinal 
and pastoral aspects.

Moral and bioethical reflection defines 
the entire academic offer: an adequate 
discernment is needed to accompany 
and understand the complexity of the 
historical condition of families. 

The Institute confers iure proprio two 
academic degrees in theology:

Licentiate 
in Theology of Marriage and Family (STL)
–	 Duration:	2	academic	years	(120	ECTS).	
–	 Admission	requirement:	Baccalaureate	in	Theology	(STB),	at	

least	cum	laude.
–	 Objectives:	to	train	the	student	in	a	thorough	knowledge	of	the	

subject	matter	and	to	educate	him/her	to	scientific	work.	
–	 The	order	of	studies	is	divided	into	fundamental	disciplines,	

complementary	subjects	and	seminars.	A	final	examination	
and	a	written	dissertation	are	required.

Doctorate 
in Theology of Marriage and Family (STD)
–	 Duration:	3	academic	years.	
–	 Admission	requirement:	Licentiate	in	Theology	(STL),	at	least				

magna	cum	laude.
–	 Objectives:	the	Doctorate	qualifies	students	to	teach	in	a	Faculty	

and	 aims	 at	 perfecting	 their	 scientific	 formation	 through	
research	and	the	elaboration	of	a	doctoral	dissertation.JP2Pontificio Istituto Teologico
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teologia@istitutogp2.it



4

A
C

A
D

E
M

IC
 Y

E
A

R
 2

0
21

 –
 2

0
22

JP
2

MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
SCIENCES



«With the clear purpose of remaining faithful to the teaching of Christ, 
we must therefore look, with the intellect of love and with wise realism, 
at the reality of the family today in all its complexity, with its lights 
and its shadows».

Francis, Summa familiae cura

Academic programs in Marriage and 
Family Sciences are particularly suitable 
for laypersons who already have a de-
gree. 

The academic offer of this course re-
sponds to the need for updating in the 
fields of economics, law and politics with 
regard to the study of the family in its so-
cial dynamism. 

The courses in Marriage and Family       
Sciences are characterized by the inter-
disciplinary nature and the practical-ap-
plicative orientation of the studies. 

They are designed for training profes-
sionals who work in the field of family 
counseling, educational and social ser-
vices, diocesan institutions and parish 
communities.  

Licentiate 
in Marriage and Family Sciences
–	 Duration:	2	academic	years	(120	ECTS).	
–	 Admission	 requirement:	 University	 Bachelor	 degree	 of	 at	

least	three	years.
–	 Objectives:	to	train	the	student	in	a	thorough	knowledge	of	

the	subject	matter	and	to	educate	him/her	to	scientific	work.
–	 The	order	of	studies	is	divided	into	fundamental	disciplines,	

complementary	subjects	and	seminars.	A	final	examination	
and	a	written	dissertation	are	required.

Doctorate 
of Marriage and Family Sciences
–	 Duration:	3	academic	years.	
–	 Admission	 requirement:	 Licentiate	 of	 Marriage	 and	 Family	

Sciences	or	equivalent.
–	 Objectives:	 the	 Doctorate	 qualifies	 students	 to	 teach	 in	 a	

Faculty	 and	 aims	 at	 improving	 their	 scientific	 formation,	
through	 research	 and	 the	 elaboration	 of	 a	 doctoral	
dissertation.JP2Pontificio Istituto Teologico
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scienze@istitutogp2.it
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Annual Diploma
of Expert in Marriage and Family Sciences
The	one-year	diploma	is	intended	primarily	for	those	who	wish	
to	acquire	basic	Christian	and	professional	training	in	the	field	
of	 family	 accompaniment.	 It	 is	 particularly	 suitable	 for	 those	
who	hold	organizational	and	pastoral	positions	in	the	areas	of	
marriage,	family,	education,	and	care	of	the	elderly	or	persons	
with	disabilities.
				
–	 Duration:	1	academic	year	(60	ECTS).	
–	 Admission	requirement:	high	school	diploma	valid	for	univer-

sity	entrance	in	the	country	of	origin.

Master 
in Bioethics and Formation
Organized	by	the	John	Paul	II	Institute	and	by	the	Department	
of	 Security	 and	 Bioethics	 -	 Section	 of	 Bioethics	 and	 Medical	
Humanities	 of	 the	 Catholic	 University	 of	 the	 Sacred	 Heart	
(Rome),	the	Master	offers	an	interdisciplinary	academic	training	
on	 issues	 concerning	 human	 life	 in	 the	 age	 of	 technology,	 in	
the	 framework	 of	 fundamental	 anthropological,	 juridical	 and	
theological-moral	references.	
The	 Master	 provides	 tools	 to	 place	 bioethical	 issues	 in	
educational	 and	 consultative	 contexts,	 training	 teachers	 and	
professors	and	equipping	those	who	will	be	called	upon	to	work	
as	ethics	consultants	(e.g.,	in	ethics	committees).

–	 Duration:	2	part-time	academic	years	(60	ECTS).
–	 Admission	 requirement:	 specialized	 university	 degree	 or	

equivalent	qualification	 issued	abroad	and	accompanied	by	
a	declaration	of	value.
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INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE

The Institute is divided into a Central 
Session in Rome and seven extra-urban 
Sessions: 
● United States (Washington D.C.) 
● Mexico
  (México D.F., Guadalajara e Monterrey)
● Spain
  (two sessions: Valencia and Madrid)
● Brazil (Salvador) 
● Benin (Cotonou) 
● India (Changanacherry, Kerala). 

The JP2 Institute is also active through 
Associated Centers in Lebanon (Bei-
rut) and the Philippines (Bacolod) and 
through an online teaching initiative in 
Spain (Murcia). 
A project of cooperation is underway in 
Nairobi (Kenya) under the patronage of 
AMECEA. 

The international structure of the 
Institute facilitates the mobility of 
faculty and students, for an education 
that is sensitive to cultural and global 
challenges.

«The new Institute shall constitute, within the range of the Pontifical 
institutes, an academic center of reference in the service 
of the mission of the universal Church, in the field of sciences 
regarding marriage and the family and with regard to themes 
connected to the fundamental covenant of man and woman 
for the care of generation and creation». 

Francis, Summa familiae cura
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A CULTURAL 
WORKSHOP 
ON THE FAMILY
The JP2 Institute promotes an integrated 
vision of teaching and research, accom-
panying the formation of critical, creative 
and cooperative thinking, offering quali-
fied training courses and constituting it-
self as a place of theological and cultural 
practices.

Through collaboration with different ac-
ademic and civil entities, ecclesiastical 
studies become «a sort of providential 
cultural laboratory in which the Church 
carries out the performative interpre-
tation of the reality» (Francis, Veritatis 
gaudium, 3). 

To foster transdisciplinary studies, stu-
dents will engage in a variety of teaching 
methodologies and forms of learning: 

● Lectures
● Study seminars
● Research seminars
● Workshops
● Tutoring 

Gaudium et spes Chair

The Gaudium et spes Chair is an institu-
tional body of the JP2 Institute dedicated 
to the promotion of research and forma-
tion through dialogue between pastoral 
theology, cultural anthropology of the 
family and civil society. 

The activities of the Chair, aimed primarily 
at a broad public, are intended to foster 
paths of collaboration between numerous 
subjects of ecclesial and social life. For 
this reason, the Gaudium et Spes Chair 
promotes widespread and flexible initia-
tives that complement the Institute’s ed-
ucational offerings.  

cattedrags@istitutogp2.it

Anthropotes. Journal of Studies 
on the Person and the Family
The official journal of the Institute is pub-
lished three times a year and has an in-
terdisciplinary approach in dealing with 
different topics, focusing on the most 
relevant and emerging issues in cultural 
contexts and in theological debate.

anthropotes@istitutogp2.it

Family International Monitor

The Family International Monitor is an 
initiative born from the cooperation be-
tween the JP2 Institute, the Catholic Uni-
versity of Murcia and the International 
Center for Family Studies (CISF) in Milan. 

The project aims at inaugurating a con-
tinuous focus on the reality of families 
around the world, following the inspira-
tion of Pope Francis and in the wake of 
Amoris Laetitia, which is able to listen to 
their instances and experiences and ac-
company their journey. 

It is dedicated to the production of pe-
riodic scientific reports, produced in 
synergy with specialized study centers 
in different countries, to the creation of 
workshops and cultural debates, to the 
dissemination of news and insights, plac-
ing itself in dialogue with the various pro-
tagonists of civil society, the world of as-
sociations and institutions. 

www.familymonitor.net
osservatorio@istitutogp2.it
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Karol Wojtyła Chair

The Karol Wojtyła Chair was established 
in 2003 as a center for the study of the 
philosophical, theological and poetic 
thought of Karol Wojtyła, of the cultural 
tradition in which this thought was born, 
and of the perspectives it opens for the 
human person, for society and for the 
Church. 

Through research grants, monographic 
lectures and study seminars, the Wojtyła 
Chair aims at investigating the following 
themes: the relationship between per-
son, family, society and state; fatherhood, 
motherhood and sonship; Europe and its 
“two lungs”; truth, love, faith and toler-
ance.

cattedrawojtyla@istitutogp2.it
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STUDENT
SERVICES 
AND INTEGRATED 
TEACHING
The John Paul II Institute provides students 
with excellent technological resources in the 
field of university education. 

Today it is at the forefront in the development 
of online teaching and in the promotion of in-
tegrated and interactive teaching, putting to-

gether the richness of in-presence teaching 
with the potentials of distance learning. 

The technologies in use allow for individual 
study paths even when in-presence forma-
tion is inaccessible for health or work reasons. 
The integrated didactic methodology guar-
antees high quality standards, profitable 
communication with teachers and flexible 
study schedules. 

The Amoris Laetitia Digital Library provides 
students with a considerable number of vol-
umes and scientific documents. It comple-
ments the Institute’s specialized library, locat-
ed at its Central Session in Rome.  

On March 19, 2021, on the fifth anniversary of the apostolic exhorta-
tion Amoris Laetitia, the Amoris Laetitia Family Year desired by Pope 
Francis has been inaugurated at the Aula Magna of the JP2 Institute. 

The Institute is at the forefront of planning cultural events, study 
seminars and training courses. 

Particularly important are the three international workshops fo-
cused on some key words of Amoris Laetitia: community, legacy 
and discernment. 

Many of the scheduled initiatives are organized in collaboration with 
the Dicastery for the Laity, Family and Life, the Diocese of Rome and 
various academic institutions.

AMORIS LAETITIA
FAMILY YEAR
19 MARCH 2021 - 26 JUNE 2022 

Famiglia Amoris Laetitia
Anno �����������
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Piazza San Giovanni in Laterano 4
00120 Città del Vaticano
Telefono: +39-06-69886113
Fax : +39-06-69886103
E-mail: info@istitutogp2.it
press@istitutogp2.it

ENROLLMENT
1. Enrollment starts on June 1, 2021. It is also possible to enroll and take courses  
 starting from the second semester.

2.  Required Qualifications:
 a. For the Licentiate in Theology (STL): baccalaureate in theology (STB), 
  at least cum laude
 b. For the Licentiate in Sciences: university degree, at least triennial
 c. For the Doctorate: Licentiate in Theology or Sciences, at least magna cum  
  laude 
 d. For the Diploma: High-school diploma.

3. Documents to be submitted:
 a. On-line pre-registration
 b. Application Form
 c. Identity card or passport 
 d. High school diploma valid for university access
 e. Letter of presentation: from their Parish Priest, for lay people; 
  from their Ecclesiastical Superior, for priests and religious 
 f. Two passport-sized photographs
 g. Certificate of knowledge of the Italian language (for non-Italian students).

4. More information on the requirements specific to each program with regard 
 to the enrollment, curricula and academic fees can be found on the website 
 www.istitutogp2.it 


